
In the United States...
The number one cause of injury to 

women is violence from men. 
The majority of murders and beatings 

of women are done by their male 
partners. 

The leading cause of death for 
pregnant women is being murdered by 

their male partners. 
More than 1,000 women are killed per 

year by their male partners.
One in five women will be raped in her 

lifetime. 
Every nine seconds a woman is beaten.

Every six minutes a women is raped.
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The silk bosses are robbers. The cars they are driving, the diamonds their wives are wearing, the rich food their families are eating, their winter vacations in Florida’s sunshine – all come from the 
labors of twenty-five thousand women silk workers. And when you win the raises you are fighting for, you’ll get back only a little of what you produced. But these raises are just a beginning. The time 
is coming when you will run these plants for yourselves. – Elizabeth Gurley Flynn (1890 - 1964), a revolutionary socialist, and lifelong organizer in the working class, giving a speech to women on 
strike in 1912 in Lawrence, Massachusetts, during the important Bread and Roses strike involving about 20,000 women.

Today most parents work while trying to raise children. 
Most people work more than 40 hours per week, and are 
receiving the lowest pay in decades. This means childcare 
is a major problem for working families, and especially for 
working women. As a result, many children don’t receive the 
care and attention that they need.

Since the 1990’s the average costs of childcare have nearly 
doubled. For families below the poverty level, they spend 
over 30 percent of their income on childcare. In 28 states, 
yearly childcare for two kids costs more than a parent earns 
from a 40-hour per week job at minimum wage.

The majority of the responsibility falls on women. Mothers 
do the hardest work, cooking, cleaning, and tending to other 
physical needs, along with educational help. Working moms, 
on top of 40-hour work weeks, spend an additional 58 hours 
on household and childcare jobs, along with educational help 
while fathers spend the most time playing with the kids.

It should be the responsibility of the whole society to raise 
our children. All children should be able to grow up with 
permanent access to quality care. Childcare does not have to 
be the sole burden of parents. Being a parent would no longer 
have to mean a life of struggle and the feeling of being unable 
to meet our children’s needs. We could organize collective 
daycare centers to take good care of children. The idea of 
the family can expand again, far beyond just two parents and 
siblings, and include all relatives, friends and neighbors – the 
people we regularly share our lives with. All of our children 
can become the joy and responsibility of the whole society. 

In this society it is often said that children are the future. 
But we need a society that actually allows children to have 
a future. That is why if we want the best for our children, 
the best for ourselves, a life full of possibilities, we need a 
different kind of society, one where we – the working class, 
the majority – are the ones running the society in our own 

interests. We need socialism, a society run collectively in the 
interests of all people.

In recent years, women’s rights have come under greater 
attack by politicians, especially the right wing of the 
Republican Party. These politicians take aim at rights that 
women have won in the past. Their goal is to channel the 
anger and insecurity felt by workers struggling to survive in 
an economy that only serves the interests of corporations, 
and redirect it to so-called moral issues like abortion. 

The Right to Abortion – A Necessity
There are no guarantees for women who get pregnant –  no 

guarantee they will have support in raising a child, that they 
will have a job that pays for a child, that they will become 
pregnant when they are ready or capable of providing these 
things. And there is no reason a woman should become a 
mother before it is her own free choice to do so. Abortion has 
always been the last resort of women to control pregnancies, 
whether legal or not. That is why abortion is a necessity, 
which should be safe and available to all women. 

The Attack on Abortion
Before the 1973 Roe V. Wade Supreme Court decision 

legalizing abortion, abortions were illegal in two-thirds of 
the states and still faced huge restrictions. Wealthy women 
could afford to pay for illegal but medically safe abortions. 
But poor women’s only options were dangerous and often 
deadly home remedies and unsafe procedures.

But in 1973, the growing women’s movement won the 
right to abortion, and between private healthcare coverage, 
and the Medicaid coverage available to low-income people, 
nearly all women had access to abortion. But in 1977, just 
four years later, Congress passed the Hyde amendment, and 
it was signed into law by Democratic Party President, Jimmy 
Carter. The Hyde amendment banned using federal funds in 
Medicaid programs for abortion in cases that don’t involve 
rape or incest. This effectively denied poor women the right 
to choose to have an abortion. 

Since the passing of the Hyde amendment, every congress 
and every president has continued to renew it. Democrat, Bill 
Clinton campaigned on the promise to repeal the amendment 
if elected. But as soon as he was in office, with Democrats 
having a majority in both houses of Congress, he betrayed 
that promise. Since then, there has been a continuous attempt 
to chip away at women’s access to legal abortions.

These attacks have become more extreme since 2010 
when the so-called Tea Party emerged, and the Republican 
Party won control of Congress and the legislature in many 
states. In 2011, state legislatures passed 92 new provisions 
limiting access to reproductive health care. Eight different 
states passed laws requiring women to undergo a host of 
degrading interrogations before being able to receive an 
abortion. Other state legislatures passed laws which require 
women to listen to anti-abortion counseling, watch ultrasound 
videos of their unborn children, or other humiliating acts 
before being allowed to get an abortion. The State of Texas 
passed a law requiring women seeking abortion to undergo a 
“transvaginal ultrasound,” a painful and invasive procedure 
with no medical purpose in cases of unwanted pregnancy. 
Several other states have been trying to pass similar bills.

Attacks Take Their Toll
Even though about 70 percent of the population support 

a woman’s right to have an abortion, these attacks continue. 
Legal restrictions and attacks on abortion clinics have made 

it nearly impossible for many of them 
to operate. Doctors who perform 
abortions are threatened with 
lawsuits, harassment, bombings and 
arson. Since 1993, right-wing anti-
abortion fundamentalists have killed 
at least eight people – four doctors, 
two clinic employees, a security 
guard, and a clinic escort. Today, 
an increasing number of hospitals 
refuse to admit abortion patients, 
even when women’s lives are at risk. 
Women in many states have to travel 
up to 500 miles to the nearest clinic. 
Between 2008 to 2011, the number 
of legal abortions has dropped to the 
lowest level since 1973.

The attacks on abortion rights 
impact poor women the most. 
About 62 percent of women seeking 
abortions are low-income mothers. 
Women from wealthy families are 
more than able to get around the laws. 
With abortion clinics moving hundreds of miles away, poor 
women have started resorting to many of the dangerous 
methods of the past. And if the trend continues, this is only 
going to get worse.

Hiding the Real Problems
The purpose of these attacks is made clear when 

politicians scapegoat women for the problems of the whole 
society. Like all lies, these statements made by the politicians 
are based on some truth. It’s true that this society is falling 
apart, that many families are being destroyed, that children 
are growing up with little or no adult attention, support or 
love. But this has nothing to do with women having too 
many rights or access to safe and legal abortions. 

These problems come from a society where profit for 
corporations is the only thing that matters. Today, jobs are 
being lost, wages cut, homes repossessed, and education, 
health care, and other vital services are being stripped to the 
bone – those are the real problems facing working people, 
not women’s access to safe and legal abortion. 

Right wing politicians are blaming women to cover 
up the problems of capitalism. Pennsylvania senator and 
presidential candidate, Rick Santorum, stated that single 
mothers are “breeding criminals and causing the fabric of 
this country to fall apart.” Many fundamentalist churches 
have become a major activist base for these politicians to get 
votes. When theses Republican politicians come to power, 
they enact anti-abortion legislation, but also attack unions, 
carry out massive budget cuts, and make all of the social 
problems facing poor and working people even worse.

The Democratic Party does not use the same scapegoating 
tactics to get votes. Many prominent Democratic Party 
politicians pay lip-service to defend women’s rights and 
oppose new legislation that attack women. But that’s about 
it. The Democrats have presided over budget cuts, attacks on 
wages, layoffs – everything people hoped they would fight 
against. It is no surprise that more people are falling for the 
scapegoating offered by the extreme right in this country.

Another Fight is Needed
Women’s right to safe and legal abortion was not a gift 

handed down by the Supreme Court in 1973, but was granted 
only because women fought for it. Huge social movements 
went on for twenty years starting in the 1950s, involving 
millions of people. These were the struggles that inspired 
a massive movement of women to fight for equal rights, 
childcare and safe, legal access to abortions. And if women 
are to hang on to this right, it will take the same kind of 
struggles that won these rights back in the 1970s.

Legal abortion is necessary for women’s health, women’s 
safety, and women’s freedom. We need to say clearly what 
the problem is with our society – the exploitive economic 
system that is capitalism. We need to clearly say that limiting 
the rights of women is a vicious distraction, scapegoating 
women while the politicians from both parties carry out a 
program of attacks on poor and working people.

Attacks on Women – An Attack On Us All

A fire-bombed abortion clinic in Florida

Childcare: A Social Problem – A Social Need



Where We Stand
The world we live in today is increasingly ruled by prejudice and fear, under a system of 
widespread violence and war, where exploitation and oppression are the rule, with the many 
dominated by the few. The name of this system is capitalism. 

The Force For Change Exists Today

Everywhere, working people’s labor makes society run. Working people have the power to 
bring this system to a halt and bring about the changes needed. Like slavery, feudalism and 
other systems that enriched the minority at the expense of the majority, capitalism’s removal 
is long over due. The time for socialism has come.

We Stand For Socialism

• A world based on peaceful collaboration and international cooperation of working class 
people -- not the exploiters who rule today.

• The common ownership and sharing of the world’s resources and productive capacity.

• An egalitarian and democratic government, organized and controlled from the bottom 
up.

• Protection of the world’s ecological systems, putting science to work to sustain life, not 
destroy it.

• A society where human relations are based on respect, equality and dignity of all peoples, 
not racism, sexism or homophobia.

Contact us: www.SpeakOut-Now.org                  Email: mail@SpeakOut-Now.org

Women’s rights in society, from the right to vote to 
the right to legal abortion, were all fought for and won by 
women themselves. More than in any other period, the 1970s 
saw a mass movement of women, inspired by the example 
of the civil rights and black power movements of the 1960s, 
pushing back against the oppression in this society. 

Before the 1960s, the U.S. was a deeply unequal society. 
Most of society believed women belonged in the home, as 
full-time housewives, raising children, obediently serving 
their husbands. Divorce was seen as shameful, something to 
be avoided at all costs. Birth control and abortion were never 
to be discussed. Working women were looked upon as selfish, 
not concerned about their family. The average income of a 
working woman was one third of a working man. Almost 

half of women with school-age children worked while only 
two percent had access to preschools. For working women, 
housework never disappeared but became a second unpaid 
shift that now had to be performed after a tiring day at work.

The civil rights movement transformed this situation. 
Women were the backbone of the movement, playing an 
important role in organizing the massive movement against 
racism, which shook the foundations of the U.S. in the 1960s. 
While women were important organizers, they were kept in 
the background just as they were in the rest of society. The 
spokesmen of the civil rights movement were men, selected 
as much by the media as by the movement itself. 

But women began to raise their voices and make their 
own demands. By 1967, protests were organized by women 
veterans of the civil rights movement, pushing for equality 
under the law. The women’s movement emerged as a national 
movement. The main leaders were mostly middle class 
women protesting for equality before the law. But poor and 
working women also took part in the movement, demanding 
not just freedom, but access to resources such as childcare. 

The women’s movement, like the civil rights movement, 
tore down the legal barriers to equality through mass protests. 
Institutions from same-sex schools, to the armed forces, 
to NASA, and the Supreme Court were all integrated by 
gender. Pay discrimination was made illegal under state and 
federal law. However the most important issue taken up by 
the growing women’s movement was the fight for legalized 

abortion. Abortion was illegal, and most women, especially 
poor women, had to risk illegal and dangerous operations 
if they needed to have an abortion. Tens of thousands of 
women were injured or killed in these illegal abortions. 

The women’s movement formed organizations such as 
the National Organization of Women, which waged national 
campaigns against state and federal anti-abortion laws. In 
1973, in Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court ruled that a woman 
had a right to decide whether or not to have an abortion.

While women were fighting for legal rights and equality, 
they formed discussion circles to talk about their experiences, 
examining every abuse of society. This transformed the 
culture, questioning everything from the portrayal of women 
in popular culture, to the language we use, the assumptions 
we make, and the attitudes we express. Sexism cannot be 
expressed as openly as it was before the women’s movement. 

Hundreds of thousands of women participated in 
this movement in many different ways, and were able 
to permanently transform American culture. But as the 
movement subsided many of the same issues of inequality, 
reproductive rights, childcare, and ongoing violence against 
women have only worsened. The need for women’s liberation 
has not gone away, and the return of social movements in the 
future will lead women to once again take up the struggle to 
meet their needs, and fight for a complete liberation, one that  
struggles for a total social transformation, putting an end to 
the exploitation of all people, women and men. 

The U.S. and NATO invaded and occupied Afghanistan 
in October 2001. One excuse given for this invasion was that 
women in Afghanistan needed to be liberated. In fact, U.S. 
foreign policy towards Afghanistan has never had anything 
to do with championing the rights of women but rather 
manipulating the issues to further U.S. economic interests.

Before the 1970s, Afghanistan was a slowly modernizing 
society. While definitely not a paradise for women, there were 
some opportunities. Women made up half of Afghanistan’s 
university students, 40 percent of its doctors, 70 percent of 
its teachers, and 30 percent of its civil servants. 

In 1979, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan, protecting 
its interests in the region. The CIA responded by building 
up an army, arming Islamic groups and recruiting Muslims 
from around the world, including Osama Bin Laden. After 
the Soviets were defeated and left Afghanistan, there was a 
civil war between various factions of warlords. 

Out of this chaos, a deeply conservative religious 
movement called the Taliban was created, opposing the 
warlords and demanding an end to the conflict. In 1996 they 
took control of the government. While in power, the Taliban 
imposed harsh repression on the population but particularly 
for women, banning their education, and forcing them to 
cover their whole bodies in burqas. The U.S. was more than 
willing to work with the Taliban up until 1997. A senior U.S. 
diplomat said during this period, “The Taliban will probably 
develop like the Saudis did. There will be...no parliament and 

lots of Sharia law [strict Islamic religious law]. We can live 
with that.” This relationship only became a problem when 
the Taliban did not agree to allow the U.S.-based company, 
Unocal, to construct oil pipelines through Afghanistan.

The U.S. and NATO invaded Afghanistan in November 
of 2001 and this has been devastating for the population but 
especially women. The new government under President 
Hamid Karzai has been just as brutal as the Taliban. In 
2012, the new government passed a “code of conduct” that 
denied women the right to appear on the street without a 
male guardian. It also legally allowed wife beating. In 2012, 
a report by Human Rights Watch found that 60 percent 
of Afghan women were imprisoned for so-called “moral 
crimes” like fleeing abusers, leaving a forced marriage or 
having sex before marriage. Another report showed that 87 
percent of Afghan women interviewed had endured physical, 
sexual or psychological violence.

Currently, women are still forced to cover up from head 
to toe in a burqa in most public places. Many families are so 
poor that they sell off their daughters to be married, or into 
brothels, many which serve U.S. military personnel. Less 
than a quarter of girls go to school and those that do face 
the threat of violence from religious fanatics. The situation 
for women has become so miserable that even according to 
official statistics, 2,300 women commit suicide every year.

Despite the repression, there are Afghan women who 
refuse to be silenced. The Revolutionary Association of the 

Women of Afghanistan (RAWA) have demonstrated against 
the Soviet Union, the warlords, the Taliban and the U.S., 
while opening up secret schools and job training centers for 
women and orphanages for refugee children.

The reality is that the invasion and occupation did nothing 
to help Afghan women. It is clear that the U.S. has never had 
any interest in defending the rights of women in Afghanistan 
and is perfectly willing to collaborate with the most brutal 
forces whenever they serve its agenda. The only action that 
truly has potential to improve the lives of women is women’s 
own struggle themselves.

Beyoncé recently did something rare among popular 
musicians – she sent out a message of resistance. Beyoncé 
calls herself a “modern-day feminist” and released her own 
album, somewhat critical of the entertainment industry. Her 
song, Pretty Hurts, criticizes the industry for “shining a light 
on whatever’s worst,” and claims that “perfection is a disease 
of a nation.” In her song, Flawless, she includes a Nigerian 
feminist challenging society’s obsession with the success of 
men and minimizing women’s success to relationships with 
men. In a male-dominated industry, Beyoncé has tried to 
empower women and shine a light on gender inequality.  

But there are limits to Beyoncé’s feminism. Her music 
continues to portray women as sexual objects for the attention 
of men. At the Grammys Beyoncé performed a highly sexual 
strip tease. In her new album, her music videos show her 
stripping for men, rolling in the water in her bikini, and 
dancing half naked. Several of the songs reinforce women’s 
dependence on men. In Partition, she sings, “Take all of me, 
I just wanna be the girl you like.” In Blow, she sings, “I can’t 
wait till I get home so you can tear that cherry out” – as if 
women should want violent sexual advances. 

This is not a problem created by Beyoncé but is a 
problem of an entertainment industry that focuses on 
women’s attractiveness above everything else, and makes 
women insecure by filling the media with images of women 
that are unrealistic. According to the industry, women must 
be skinny, big breasted, have no hair or blemishes, and 
should be smooth and soft at all times. Images in magazines 
are carefully crafted, with even the thinnest models and 
celebrities touched up to look thinner or bustier. Modeling 
companies have even been caught recruiting women out 
of eating disorder clinics. In this industry, women are 
encouraged to obsess over the way they look, and are worth 
only as much as they are able to look or act sexy.

The more women are portrayed this way, the more 

women have serious problems with self-esteem, and the 
more violence against women is encouraged. One survey of 
women’s magazines showed that 75 percent of them contain 
at least one item about how to change one’s appearance 
through diet, exercise or cosmetic surgery. In the U.S., 20 
million women and young girls develop a serious eating 
disorder sometime in their lives. It was found that 42 percent 
of girls in first to third grade already wished to be thinner. 
When women are portrayed as only existing to fulfill men’s 
desires, they are made into objects instead of people, only 
making violence against women more acceptable. One in 
three women in the world will experience physical or sexual 
violence. Of all women murdered around the world, 38 
percent are murdered by their male partners.  

Whether in music, films, commercials, or ads, the 
entertainment industry always uses women as sexual 
objects in order to make money. This is just like any other 
industry where people are seen only as dollar signs to make 
corporations profits. In Beyoncé’s song, Flawless, we get 
the message that a feminist is “a person who believes in the 
social, political, and economic equality of the sexes.” But 
this equality can only come about in a society with social, 
political and economic equality for all – not a society that 
uses people just to make money.

Afghan Women – Occupation Is Not Liberation

The Women’s Movement of the 1970s

Beyoncé: A Mixed Message of Resistance
Afghan women protest against the murders of five women. 


